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Sir THOMAS ABNET, 

Knight and Alderman 
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City of LONDON. 
SIR | | 
Hatever Cenſures I may undergo far the | 
VV /owing Sermon, yet I am perſwaded I Hal 
haue an . Approbation in pre fixing your 
Name to it. The great Honour and Integrity with 
which you have acquitted your ſelf in the ſeveral great 
Poſts, of Sheriff, Lord-Mayor, and Member of Par- 
liament for this City, have deſervedly gained you the 
Efteem"of all. No Man can be your Enemy, but he 
who's an Enemy to his Country, to Modeſty, to Peace, 
Juſtice, and all Vertue. Permit me therefore, Sir, 
this Innocent Policy, of recommending my Diſcourſe 
under your unexceptionable Character. This [ 
have the greater Reaſon to believe you will pleaſe to 
allow of from your Countryman, not only becauſe you. 
it, 
but alſo carry it with uncommon Candour towards all 
Men, and eſpecially becauſe Loyalty to your Queen 
was your unjbaken Practice; and that the Succeſſion 
in the. Illuſtriaus Houſe of Hanover might after her 
Demiſe take place, was your ardent Prayer. This, 
Sir, you have ſeen accomplib'd, ta yaur great 
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DEDICATION: __ 
Satisfaftion, in the happy, Acceſſion and aſe 
Arrival of our moſt Gracious King George, t 
Head of that moſt Noble Family : In hee 
Entry This Day thro' his Metropolis to his Palace, 
I obſery'd you bore a ſhining Part. Nor can { believe; 
any. one Perſon - in that long Proceſſion more heartily 
rejoyced at the Solemnity of that Day; A Day, far 
more Glorious for the happy Proſpett it affbrds us in 
its Conſequences, than in its Glittering A PEArance ; 
which yet, perhaps, confidering all its Circumſtances, 
was more magnificent and orderly, than any that ever 
preceded it in this City, fince the Foundations of it; 
and will be remember'd by all that ſaw it with a plea- 
fing Admiration. But of all other Days in the Tear 
(next to the Fifth of November, which commemo- 
rates a Double Deliverance) the Eighteenth of- 
September will | hereafter ſhine brighteſt in the 
Britiſh Kallender. The Improvement whereof, and 
the Prouidential Steps leading to it, was my Aim 
in this Sermon ; and I hope that the Sincerity of my 
Deſign may, in ſome meaſure, attone for the Imper- 
feftions of my Performance, which has nothing more 
to recommend it, than an honeſt Intention; ſave, 
that it was the firſt which appear'd upon this Great 
Occaſion. Such as it is, Sir, I humbly preſent it 
to you, and beg your favourable Acceptance of it. 


That the Great God may Shower doun the beſt of his 


Bleſſings at preſent upon you, your Religious Conſort, 


and Hopeful Poſterity ; and at length ſhew you his 


. is the unfeigned and fervent Prayer of, 
ir, 
Your moſt humble, 
Moſt faithful, 
And moſt affectionate Servant, 
RES x F. Shaw. 
London, Sept. 
20. 1714. 
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A 
SERMON 
| On the DEATH of 


Queen ANNE, &c. 


PSALM LXXYV. 7. 
Cad a the judge: He putteth down 
| one, and ſetteth up another. 


| T the very firſt hearing of which 
| Words, you'll be apt to conjecture, 
that I deſign to apply them to the 
furpriſing Revolution, which has lately hap- 
pen'd in this Kingdom: And that I may not 
keep you in Suſpenſe, I freely own that my 
Intention in the handling them is to pay a 
Tribute ro the Memory of our deceaſed 

| B Queen, 
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Queen, and to teſtify our Gratitude for the 
Advancement, and Arrival of our new King. 
| Both theſe may be done the ſame Day, and | 
in the ſame Diſcourſe, without the leaſt Ab- 
ſurdity, 
The Day of Her late Majeſty's Acceſſion, 
was order'd b Parliament, to be obſerv'd 
AS an Annual Thankſgiving, though it was 
on the ſame Day her Predeceſſor (the Great 
King William) died. And upon the preſent 
Occaſion, both the Lords and Commons 
in Parliament Aſſembled, join'd their Condo- 
lance and Congratulation together in the ſame 
Addreſs, 
I ſhall not make it my Buſineſs to read * 
you a Lecture of Politics, but entertain you 
with a Sermon on the Providences, which 
have made ſo great an Alteration in our State; 


and which my Text leads me to conſider; 
He putteth down one, and ſetteth up another, 


Tho? the Pſalm, in which is my Text, be 
attributed to Aſaph in the Title, yet moſt 
Interpreters think either, that it was penn'd 
by David himſelf, and delivered io Aſaph to 
be ſung in the Temple; or that Aſaph penn d 
it in the Perſon of David, as his Poet Lau- 
reat, at his Acceſſion to the Throne upon 
the Death of Saal; for all do agree, that 
this was the Occaſion of the Pſalm. Mr. | 
Hur), your late worthy Miniſter, conjec- 4 
tires, that probably the Subſtance of it was 
ſome Speech which David made to a Con- 

| vention 
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vention of. the States, at his firſt coming to 


the Crown; and that Aſaph turned it into 


Verſe, and publiſhed it in a Poem for the 
better ſpreading of it amongſt the People: 
In it we may obſerve, | 
1. That David returns God Thanks for 
bringing him to the Throne, v. 1, 9. 

2, He promiſes to lay out himſelf for the 
be rh Good in the Uſe of the Power God 


d given him, v. 2, 3, 10. 


3. He checks the 3 of thoſe who 


oppoſed his being King, v. 4, 5. 
4. He fetcheth a Reaſon | 
God's Sovereign Dominion in the Affairs of 
the Children of Men, v. 6, 7, 8. 
My Text falls under this laſt General, and 
in it we have, 


Firſt, A General Poſition laid down, God 
is the Judge. 


Secondly. The Proof of it in two particular 
Inſtances ; He putteth down one, and ſet- 
teth up another. 


Each of theſe will fall under my Conſi- 
deration. But in the handling of them, I 


ſhall take Leave to invert the Order of the 
Text; And 


I. Speak to the Inſtances here mention'd. 
And, 


II. To the great Reaſon or Ground hereof. 
B 2 ET 


97 all this from 


4 4 Sermon on the Death of the Queen. 
I. I am to ſpeak to the particular Inſtances 
of Divine Providence here mentioned ; He 
futteth down one, and ſetteth up another. 
Theſe being very different things (tho? pro- 
ceeding from one and the ſame Original) 
muſt be diſtinctly handled ; eſpecially ſince. 
they relate to difterent Perſons, and to Events 
widely different. . 
Fir of all, Tis here expreſly affirmed, 
that He putteth down one, He, 1. e. God; 
God is the Judge, he putteth dawn ane; he 
who made at firſt, does unmake; he who at 
firſt ſet up, is he that putteth down. It is 
God that orders all the Affairs of all the Chil- 
dren of Men: He putteth down one; one, 
I. e. every one; tis not only one particular 
Perſon, or one particular fort of Perfons, the 
ordering of whoſe Affairs and Circumſtan- 
ces, belong unto God; but all the Sons of 
Men are under the Direction of the Provi- 
dence of God; all that are brought low, or 
brought down, whoſoever they be (or into 
what Condition ſoever) it is by the Hand of 
God : He putteth down one; all that are put 
down in the World, are by him put down; 
he diſplaces, he diſpoſes, he degrades, or he 
removes at his Pleaſure. This is the Doctrine 
which the Pfalmiſt here lays down, and 
which we are at preſent calPd to improve by 
the awful Providence of God; the Removal 
of our late Sovereign Queen Aue. And 
here for the Illuſtration, and Application of 
this Point, and Providence, I ſhall — 
W 47; 
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Fir, The Perſon that God has now put 


n. 

Secondly, The Manner in which he has 
done it. | 

| Thirdly, The Uſe we are to make of it. 


Firf, IJ am led to conſider the Perſon that 
God has now put down. He putteth down 
one: He hath put down one, and that a 
Great One too from among us; the Greateſt 
of us, our Superior, our Sovereign, our Ru- 


ler, the Governour of us all, our rightful] 


and lawful Queen, whom God and the Laws 
had ſet over us. Tis a Head that wore a 
Crown, that is now laid low ; a Royal Per- 
ſon, ſprung in a lineal Deſcent from a Race 
of Kings, that is laid aſide: An Imperial Ma- 
jeſty, who has ſubmitted to the Commands 
of the Majeſty of Heaven, in reſigning into 
his Hands her High-born Soul. Kpow ye 
not, that a Princeſs, and a great Gueen is 


fallen in Great Britain ? 


Pm ſenſible how difficult a Matter it is to 
draw the Pictures of Princes, and that this 
ought to be perform'd by a moſt maſterly 
Hand; and therefore ſhall not pretend to 
give you the Character of our deceaſed So- 
vereign. 

If there were any Things you ſuſpected to 
to be Blemiſhes to ſully this Female Reign, 
(which I {hall not enquire into) let them be 
imputed to thoſe furious Clergymen, and in- 
trieguing. Miniſters, by whole Advice they 
were managed. Secondly, 
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Secondly, T am to ſhew you the Manner in 
which God has done this. God has put her. 
down indeed, {he is fallen from her Throne; 
the Crown and Scepter are dropt from her 
Royal Headand Hand, 'tis true ; but not pul- 
led from thence. She was not put down in 
any violent and unnatural Manner; not by 
powerful Enemies abroad; not by rebellious; 
Subjects at home ; not by open Violence, not 
by ſecret Treachery ; not in any extraordina- 
ry remarkable uncommon Manner; but by 
Death, which conquers the greateſt Kings, as 
well as the meaneſt Subjects. It is appointed for 
all Men once to die, for Kings and Queens as 
well as others: They have no Writ of Privi- 
ledge to exempt them from this common Fate 
of Mankind; no, there's no Diſcharge iu that 
War; all muſt ſubmit to the Stroke of Death's 
cold Hand, his Force 1s irreſiſtible. When 
he comes arm'd with his Dart, none can 
ſtand before him; the greateſt Kings are as 
eaſily put down by him, as the meaneſt Pea- 
ſants; and this Way it is, this ordinary Way, 
that our late Monarch is put down from the 
Throne: She had labour'd under Infirmities 
and Indiſpoſitions for ſome Time, but at laſt, 
a ſhort Illneſs ſna pt her Thread of Lite aſun- 
der. But then this is no more than what 1s 
common to all. She was not forc'd off the 
Stage of Life by an unnatural Death, as was 
her Grandfather ; and perhaps her Unkle too. 
Nor did ſhe die in Exile as her Father; but 
was remov'd by the Diſtempers permitted 

| upon 
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upon her by the Hand of God, died Queen 
of theſe Realms, in Quiet and full Poſſeſſion, 
and left her Dominions in Peace to the firſt 
Proteſtant Branch of her Family. 

Neither her Reign, nor Life indeed were 
long ; ſhe died in the Thirteenth Tear of the 
former, and Fift:eth of the latter; for her 
Years, ſhe might have reign'd much longer, 
but conſidering her many Diſorders, and 
complicated Diſtempers, it was ſuſpected ſhe 
would not have lived ſo long. The Lives of 
Princes are not always protracted to the 
greateſt Length. The preſent French King 
has arrived to old Age ; what the Years of 
his Predeceſſors ordinarily were, I do not pre- 
tend to remember, but he has out-lived four 
intire Reigns of our Kings and Queens of 
England, beſides Ten Years of King Charles J. 
And thus the Great Ruler of the World is 
pleas'd ſometimes to order it, that the Years 
of the Wicked ſhall be prolonged to Old Age, 
when the Years of the Righteons are cut off 
in the midſt; but then there is this great Ad- 
vantage to theſe, they are taken away from the 
Evil to come, in this World, and taken to the 
Joys and Glories of another : So that when 
God puts down the Goaly from their Scat, it 
is in order to exalt them: And when g 
Princes are removed from this Earthly 
Throne, 'tis to lit with Chriſt on his Throne 
in Heaven: When their Crowns of Gold 
and Jewels are fallen from their Heads, tis in 
order to their wearing 4 Crown of Righteouſ- 

neſs 
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eſs and Life; a Crown which is iacorraptible, 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for 
them: So that their N down is their 
raiſing up, their Fall is their Riſe, their 
Loſs in this World is their Gain in the other, 
and they exchange their Kingdoms for à better 
Country, that is an Heavenly : Tho” deprived 
of Worldly Dominions, yet have they in 
Heaven a better, and enduring Subſtance, to 
which God of his Mercy receives them. 
Thirdly, we are to conſider what Improve- 
ment is to be made of this awakening Provi- 
dence which I have been ſpeaking of; no doubt 
but it has a Voice to us all. Has God by Death, 
put down the Queen who reign'd over us 
trom her Throne ? Then let all that were her 
Subjects liſten to, and improve this Call of 
God to them. And, 


Firſt, Let us fee the Inſtability of all hu- 
man Affairs. Nothing here below is of long 
Continuance, Man that is in Honour abidetÞ 
not; there are great Changes and Revolu- 
tions in Kingdoms, which are oft times very 
ſuddenly effected: Kings and Queens have 
their Ups and Downs, as well as meaner Men; 
their Mountain does not always ſtand ſtrong, 
nor their Foot always ſure; they ſtand in ſlip- 
pery Places, have many Enemies to eppoſe, 
many Difficulties to grapple with, and their 
Affairs are oft times very perplex'd and intri- 
cate; they can't be aflur'd either of long or ſafe 
jtanding whilltt they are in this World, any 
more than other Perſons, fo great are the Un- 

certain- 
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certainties of all human Affairs, which even 
the greateſt Perſonages are not exempted 


from: They, who Commanded whole Coun- 
tries one Day, may in a few Days be con- 
hid to a few Feet of Earth: They, who 
have been exalted above all their Subjects 
in Power and Authority, may ſoon be 
brougft into a Condition worſe than moſt 
of them, and will ſoon be put down 
below al them that are alive, And who 
would fet his Heart inordinately on any 
Condition, or the moſt pleaſing and proſperous 
Circumſtances of Life, when they are of no 
long Duration, and beſides, are liable to many 

t Allays, and ſudden Alterations ? | 


' Secondly, Let us hence learn to be put in 
Mind of our own Mortality, If great Per- 


ſons die, to be ſure 2 leſſer pry be 0 
em from it: If Kings and Qneens die, 
Fi wo their Subjects muſt follow them; le: 
us then take occaſion from the Death of our 
late Monarch, to be conſidering our own. 
If being ſprung from a Race of Royal Proge- 
nitors; if command of large Dominions; if 
Power, Wiſdom, Wealth, Honours, will not 
ward of Deatt's fatal Blow ; which way 
then ſhall meaner Mortals think to eſcape it ? 
No, there's no doing it, all muſt ſubmit 


ſooner or later, and how fuddenly we know 


not ; but when we ſee others go before us, 


*tis a Warning we ought not to flight, but 


ſeriouſly to conſider that we are haſting after 


"0 The 


10 A Sermon on the Death of the Queen. 


; The Departure of Friends has an imme- 
diate Voice to ſuch as were intimately ac- 
quainted, or related. The Departure of 


great Perſons calls upon their Attendants, 


their Tenants, their Neighbours, to prepare 


to follow them: And the Death of Sovereign 
Pr inces calls loudly to all their Subjects, to 
conſider what the Great God has done, and 
to be mindful of their own great Change. 
God has put a great Honour upon Princes, 
Pſ. Ixxxit. 6. I have ſaid ye are Gods, and all 
of you are Children of the moſt High, He has 
put ſome of his own Honour upon them, and 
employ'd them in his Providential Govern- 
ment of the World, made them his Delegates, 
commiſſion'd them to be Conſervators of the 
Publick Peace, and the Peoples Liberties : 
However, this don't ſecure them from Death; 
this does not excuſe them. from paying the 
common Debt of Nature. Leſt any ſhould 
have entertain'd {o vain a Conceit, God has 
expreſly guarded againſt it, at the ſame time 
he mentions their Dignity ; but ye ſball die 
like Men, and fall as one of the Princes q. d. 
Te are called Gods, but ye have no Patent for 
Immortality; ye ſhall areglike Menu, like com- 
mon Men. Kings and Princes, tho' they are 
Gods to us, yet they are but Mez to God, and 
| ſhall die liłe Men, and all their Honour be laid 
in the Diſi. Now when this happens in a 
Kingdom, it is ſtartling and ſurprizing (eſpe- 
Clally if it be ſudden). and is apt to make 
' great Impreſſions upon the Minds of z 
Cl ' a 
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and one Improvement to be made of ſuch a ' 
Diſpenſation is, to reflect upon our ſelves as 
mortal, and to wait all the Days of our ap- 
pointed Time (in Faith and Patience, Obe- 
dience and Repentance, Watchfulneſs and 


Prayer) till our Change by Death ſhall come; 


that ſo when our Earthly Houſe of this Taber- 
nac le ſhall be diſſolved, we may have a Build. 
ing of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, 


eternal in the Heavens. 


\ Thirdly, Has God by Death put down our 


late Queen from the Throne? Then let us 


give Thanks to him for the Bleſſings of her 


Reign. Many ſuch we did enjoy, ſome of 


which your own Obſervations cannot but 


furniſh. you with. Now recollect them all, 
and be thankful to God for them ; let him 
have the Praiſe of all the Mercies you have 
enjoyed. I doubt not but that many things in 
the late Reign will be remember'd by Poſteri- 
ty, and let them be now mention'd to tlie 
Praiſe of God, and record them to his Glory. 
What great Reaſon have weall to give Thanks 
to God, and ſay, bleſſed be his Name, who did 
great and wonderful Things for us. 

- Succeſſes in War, great and unparallePd 
Peace at Home, when all Nations round 
about were the Seat of War, and a diſcon- 
tented Spirit was 2 amongſt us; the 
Security of the Proteſtant Religion, the Pre- 
ſervation of our Civil Rights and Properties, 
and the Continuance of the Legal Toleration, 
were Bleſſings of the laſt Reign, and ſuch tor 


C2 which 
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in any Reſpects, Things happen'd contrary to 
our Wiſhes, yet let us conſider that our Sins 
deſery'd far worſe. and might have provok'd 
God to have ſuffer'd far greater Evils to have 
come upon us, as the juſt Puniſhment of our 
Iniquities; and ſince theſe were ſo heinous, 
and fo numerous, tis really a Wonder that 
we enjoyed {0 many Mercies, nay, any at 
all, and were not wholly given up into the 
Hands of our Enemies, whoſe tendereſt Mer- 
cies are Cruelties. But God has not dealt with 
us afer our Sins, nor rewarded us as Our Ini- 
ous have deſervd, but has diſtinguiſh'd us 
from moſt other Countries, by the many ſig- 
nal Mercies which he hath made us Par- 
takers of. 

Faurthly, If God hath put down our Queen, 

et he hath ſet a King over us. When God 

s put down one Governour from amongſt us, 
it is his great Mercy that he has not left us 
deſtitute, TX has ſet up another of the ſame 
Retigion, to rule over us, for this alſo is from 
the Lord: God is the Judge, he putteth down 
one, and ſetteth up another, 

I come now to the Second Inſtance of Di- 
vine Providence in his Government of the 
World, which is mention'd in my Text, ex- 

reſſed in theſe Words, and ſetteh up another. 
The ſame God who putteth down one, he it 
is that ſetteth up another; what ather he 
pleaſes in the Room and Stead of the former. 
He fets up ſuch another as he ſees * 
| erve 
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ſerve his own Purpoſes, and anſwer his Ends 
in his Government of the World and Church; 
and this he does as he is Judge, as he is Lord 
of the whole Earth, and Sovereign Diſpoſer 
of all Things. God ſets up whom he ſer god, 
ſets up every one who is ſet up; ſets him up 
to what Height, raiſes him to what Degree. 
of Power and Dignity he pleaſes. All Power: 
is from God, does not come by Chance, or by 
Accident, but by Divine Appointment; ſo 
ſays the Pſalmiſt, v. 6. Promotion cometh nei- 
ther from the Eaſt, #or from the Weſt, nor 
from the South: But God is the Juzge, he put- 
teh down one, and ſetteth up another. 

Preferments to the Sovereignty of King- 
doms, and Preferments to Places of Truſt 
and Power in Kingdoms, are from God, who 
has the Hearts of all Men in his Hands. This 
is the Doctrine laid down in my Text, and 
this is what the preſent Providence, in ſetting 
up a King to reign over us, calls us to the Im- 
provement of; and here (as under the laſt In- 
ſtance) I ſhall conſider, 


Firſt, The Perſon whom God has now ſet 
up over us. | J 


. Secondly, The Manner in which he has 
done it. 


Thirdly, The Uſe we are to make of it. 


Firſt, Tam to conſider the Perſon that God 
has now ſet over us for our King. As he has 
fut down one, {0 he has ſet up another ; put 
| 5 own 
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down one Governor, and ſet up another; r. 


moved a Queen by Death, and given us @ Ming 


by Providence. I ſhall not enter into a 

and unprofitable Diſcourſe about the Divine, 
Hereditary, and Indefeaſible Right of Kings; 
it ſhall ſuffice me to ſay, that tho our preſent 
King has no ſuch Right, yet he is, by the Pro- 


vidence of Gad, by the Laws of our Land, aud 


by the Voice of the People, our King; and our 
only King. This & fully expreſs'd by the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, the Privy-Coun- 
eil, aud other principal Gentlemen of Quality, 
in the Proclamation for declaring him our 
King, where tis ſaid, That by the Death of 
aur late Sovereign of happy Memory, be is be- 
come our only Rightful and Lauful Liege Lord, 
by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, 

France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
But perhaps you'll enquire who this King 1s 
that God has 2 over us? He was born in- 
deed abroad, and has lived from amongſt us; 
but yet tho” he is not a Native of theſe King- 
doms, he's naturaliz'd by the Laws of the 
Land; nor is he a remote Relation from the 
Crown. He ſprung in a direct Female Line 
from the Kings of Eglaud, and is, as I ſaid 
before, the firſt Proteſtant Heir. of the Fami- 
ly of our late Kings. His Mother, the late 
Princeſs Sophia, Dutcheſs Dowager of Haus- 
ver (who would have been our Queen, had 
ihe been alive to this Day) was Grand- 
Daughter to King James I. Siſter's Daughter 
to King Charics 1. and conſequently, that 
| King 


* r 
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King was our King's great Uncle, and our 
late Majeſty's ſecond Couſin; ſo that he was 
the next Proteſtant Heir in Blood tothe Crown, 
by. the Mother's Side; the direct Line being 
all extinct in the late Queen: Which I men- 
tion to ſhew that he is deſcended from Ez 

liſh Kings: And tho he was not born among 

us, yet he has the Claim of Proximity of Blood 
to the Kingdom. (The Papiſts being ſet aſide, 
as they are by our Laws, and made incapable 
to Reign.) But if he had no ſuch Title, yet 
ſince the Laws have ſettled the Crown on him, 


that would be a ſufficient Title, and is indeed 


the beſt : For tis Enacted, that the Prince, 
Lords and Commons, have a Power to limit 
and ſettle the Crown as they ſee fit: And 
whoſoever by Speaking, or Writing, ſhall 
affirm the contrary, is guilty of High Trea- 
ſon by the 4. and 5. of Q. Anne. But not 

to lead you into Politicks. | | 
The Duke of Hazover, born on May 28. 
1660, whom God has now ſet over us for 
our King, has both the Right of Blood in 
the Proteſtant Line, and the Parliamentary 
Right roo, to the Throne of theſe Realms. 
Nor is he ſo much beholding to us for ma- 
king him our King, as we to him for ac- 
cepting it ; for without this troubleſome 
Grandeur, he has Hereditary Honours, which 
render him very conſiderable, He is Grand- 
ſon to the King of Bohemia on the Father's 
Side, as well as great Grandſon to King James 
the firſt of England on the Mother's Side. 
He 


16 A Sermon on the Death of the Queen. 
He has large Dominions, is a Sovereign 
'Prince of a fruitful, populous Country, is 
Grand Standard Bearer, Arch-Treaſurer, and 
Prince - Elector of the Roman Empire; and 
therefore in the Proclamation for declarinę 
him our King, he is juſtly ſtiled, The Hick 
and Mighty Prince, GEORGE, Elector of 
Brunſwick-Lunenburgh, 2 
Nor is he more remarkable for his Birtl, 
than for the Endowments and Qualifications 
of his Mind (which are far above the other) 
his firm Adherence to the Proteſtant Reli- 
jon; his conſummate Wiſdom ; his merci- 
ful Diſpoſition; and his intimate Acquaint- | 
ance with the Conftitution of our Country; + | » 
for the Sake of which, ſince he has left his . 
Native Country, where he enjoy'd every 1 
Thing to make him eaſy and happy, to ſave 
us from Popery and Slavery, (Which could 
be his only Inducement to come amongſt us) 
-we muſt own our ſelves under the higheſt 
Obligations to him, and ought, as the Pro- 
clamation has it, to acknowledge all Faith and 
tonſtant Obedience to him, with all hearty and 
humble Affection? | | 
This is the King whom God has now ſet 
over us. | 


Secondy, Tm to conſider the Manner in 
u hich he has done ii. 

And there are ſeveral Things which do oc- 
cur here worthy of our Obſervation, As, 


1. He 
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. 1. He ſet him over us immediately after 


the Demiſe of our late Queen. Here was no 


Inter- reg num, which in all probability would 


have been of very dangerous Conſequence 


to us, by giving Opportunity to our Ene- 
mies to ſow Diviſions amongſt us at Home, 
and to prepare for an Invaſion from abroad. 
The bare Abſence of a Prince from his Coun- 
try has ſometimes been the Ruin both of him, 
and it; much more hazardous is the Caſe 
of a Kingdom without a Head; then there 
are Diviſions within it, and a Way made 
for Enemies to enter in at them. But by 


the good Providence of God, *cis to be ho- 


ped theſe Things are prevented by the early 
Care of our Regents : No ſooner was one 
Governour put down by Death , but another 
was ſet up by Proclamation. The very {ame 
Day, within a few Hours of the Death of 
the Queen, we had a King ſet over us in her 
Room. Our Legiſlators certainly thought it 
to be of great Moment to prevent any Va- 
cancy of a ſupreme Governour upon her late 
Majeſty's Deceaſe, and therefore made very 
wife Laws to ſecure an immediate Succeſhon, 
which we find were very carefully, and ſpee- 
dily put in Execution : And by that means 


I doubt not, but many Diſorders were ha 


pily prevented, and perhaps the Meaſures of 
our Country's Enemies both at Home, and 
Abroad, entirely broken ; however, very 
much ſhatter'd and perplex d: To have want- 
ed a Prince, tho* but a fe- Weeks, or Days, 
. D Y might 
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might have given Occaſion to ſome ill -af- 
fected Perſons to have attempted a Change 
of our Government at Home ; or to our Ene- 
mies to have impoſed one upon us from a- 
broad, whom they have long kept for ſuch a T ime 
as this: But any Attempts now againſt our 
King will be Treaſon and Rebellion, and en- 
gage all the Powers of the Nation againſt 
any Pretenders whatſoever. | 


2. God has ſet our King over us unani- 
mouſly ; the Words of the Proclamation are 
very full to this Purpoſe : We the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal of the Realm, being aſſiſted 
by thoſe of Fer late Majeſties Privy Council, 
with Numbers of other principal Gentlemen of 
Quality, with the Lord Mayor and Alaermen, 
and Citizens of London, do now hereby, with 
one full Voice and Conſent of Tongue and Hearr, 
publiſh and proclaim, that the High and Mighty 
Prince GEORGE, &c. is our only, lawful 
and rightful Liege, Lord, &c. And as this Af- 
fair met not with the leaſt Oppoſition (that 
I can hear of) from the great Men, and 
thoſe in Authority, but rhe Proclamation was 
ſigned by an Hundred Twenty Eight (ſome 
of which were ſuſpected to be in different In- 
tereſts) ſo it was received with much greater 
Satisfaction all over the Country, however with 
leſo Delay, and appearing Reluctaucy, than 
could be well imagined. There is not any thing 
more likely tod keep us quiet amongſt our ſelves, 
nor to deleat the Deſigns our Enemies have 

been 


The Acceſſion and Arrival of the King. 19 


been forming abroad, than the Unanimity of 
all forts of Perſons, which appeared upon 
this Occaſion : The Male-Contents (if there 
be any ſuch amongſt us) will not find Lead- 
ers to head them : And Invaders will have 
all the Kingdom to oppoſe them. 


3. God has ſet a King over us opportune» ' 
ly: I mean, that in a Time when our Di- 
viſions ran high ; when the Enemies to the 
Hanover Succeſſion were many ; when the 
Hopes of the Pretender's Friends were great ; 
when Preparations were made to aſſiſt him 
from Abroad ; when his great Patron was at 
Leiſure to ſpare him a powerful Army and 
Fleet; and we were inſenſible of our Dan- 
ger, unwilling ta believe it, or unable to pre- 
vent it; when Things ſeemed to be very near 
a Criſis, then did God rr, interpoſe to 
place over us the King, whole Right was 
ready to be invaded. Who can tell how ſoon 
Attempts might have been made to put a 
Pretender to the Turone, in Poſſeſſion ; had 
not Providence plainly declared againſt him 
by ſetting up the rightful Heir, juſt before 
the other was prepar'd to ſtep in, and pre- 
vent him? | 

'The Seaſonableneſs of a Mercy does great- 
ly recommend, and enhance it; and theres 
fore the favourable Conjuncture of this Pro- 
vidence, in ſetting up a Proteſtant Prince over 
us, at a Time when Papiſts thought them- 
ſelves fure of ſettling a Popiſh Pretender, is 

D 2 a 
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a Circumſtance, which very well deſerves our 
moſt grateful Obſervation: We thought our 
ſelves at the very Brink of Ruin by the Pows 
er and Policy of Papiſts, and a popiſhly af. 
feed Party; and that God ſhould diſappoint 
their Hopes, when they conceived them to 
be at the very point of Accompliſhment, is 
wonderful Mercy. Faith 


4. God has ſet a King over us peaceably, 
Many were the Attempts to ſet aſide the Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown in the Illaſtricas Houſe 
of Hanover, as every Body well knows; and 
nothing leſs was expected upon the Demiſe 


of the Queen than Diviſions, Confulions, and 


Civil Wars: The diſaffected at Home, and 
the deſperate Abroad, were ſuppoſed to' be 
ina Confederacy to defeat our Hanover Set- 
tlement, and to introduce Popery. But hi- 
therto there has been no Appearance in Arms; 
no Body of Men met together to obſtruct 
the 1 Proceedings; nor any foreign Ar- 
mies that we hear of, moving towards our 
Coaſts, to interrupt our Tranquility: And 
we cannot but eſtecm it a wonderful favou- 
able Providence, that fo great a Revolution, 
in ſo critical a Juncture, when there were 
{uh Multitudes refolyed, and ready to op- 
poſe it, ſhould be brought about in ſo peace- 
able a Manner, without the leaſt Diſturbance 
as vet, from foreign or domeſtick Foes: 
That the Hands of Men ſhould be tied, their 
Power reſtrained, their deep laid Deſigns 

| defeated, 
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defeated, and the Effuſion of Blood prevent- 
ed; when nothing but a dreadful Scene of 
Miſery and Woe was expected; muſt -be ac- 
knowledged to be the Lord's own doing : 

The putting down one, aud ſetting up another 
in Peace, at a Time when there was a gene- 
| ral Diſpoſition, and a long Preparation for 
Civil Broils, and foreign Conteſts, ſhews it 
| to proceed from an over-ruling Hand of Pro- 
vidence, God is the Judge, &c. 


5. God has ſet a King over us legally. I 
mean according to the Laws of our Country 
a King whom we choſe to rule over us; 
not a King impoſed on us by Force of Arms; 
not conquering, us by Invalions ; not forced 
upon us in Oppoſition to our Settlements ; 
but a _ whom Providence had deſigned 
us, and the Law had pitched upon for us; 
a King whoſe only Right it is, according to 
20 the Conſtitution of our Country, to be our 
ſupreme Governour, and who is obliged to 
act in all Things according to our Laws. 
Many good Laws were made for the Securit 
j of the Succeſſion, and according to theſl 
| Laws it now takes Place in our preſent King: 
So that all our Rights, ſacred and civil, 
our Conſtitution, and Religion, Church and 
| State, arc effectually Aecured to us, by that 
very Lan, which gives him a Right to rule 
over us. What remains is, 
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Th, To conſider what 'Uſe we are to 
make of this. Two things 1 would exhort 
you to, viz. 

1. To praiſe God for your King. 

2, Topray to God for him. | 

1. Be perſwaded from the Word and Pro- 
vidence of God, to praiſe him for the King 
he has ſet over you. If you do but reflect 2 
little on what I have ſaid under the laſt General, 
of the Manner of God's ſetting a King over 
us, you will ſee what abundant Cauſe you 
have to be thankful to God, for what he has 
done in this Reſpect. 

I ſhall not repeat what has been already of: 
fered, but ſubjoin TWO further Conſiderati- 
ons, as great Ground of our Thankfulnels | in 
this Revolution, v. 

1. That 'tis a Proteſtant King whom God 
has ſet over us; a King of our own Religion, 
and therefore like to protect it; a King born 
and brought up in the reform'd Religion, 
and therefore like to ſtand up for the Prote- 
ſtants abroad : A King who by the Addition 
of theſe Kingdoms to his own Dominions, 
will be a very powerful Prince, by whoſe In- 
tereſt, and Authority, we have Reaſon to 
hope it will fare berter with the Proteſtant 
Cauſe (which has been ſo long oppreſsd} 
all over Europe. We {ce the deplorable Con- 
dition of Proteſtants in other Countries, who 
are vader Popiih Governours; all barbarous 
Methods are taken, either ro pervert them, 
or to extirpate them, Their Loyalty, their 
| Peaceable- 
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Peaceableneſs, their Uſefulneſs to their Coun- 
try; nay, the good Services they have done 
to their Princes, and Countries, in fighting 
for them, and defending them, will not sxreen 
them from Popiſh Rage: So long as they are 
Proteſtants they're not to be endur'd; they 
cannot ſo much as merit their Liberty, to 
ſerve God according to their Conſciences, by 
all the good Services they have done. | 
The Popiſh Religion inclines and prompts 
Princes to ſo impolitick, fo unnatural, and 
ſo barbarous a thing, as to deſtroy their own 
Subjects; Who are both their Wealth, and 
their Defence; meerly becauſe they are what: 
they. call Hereticks. And have we not had 
ſufficient Experience of Popiſh Rage and 
Cruclty in theſe Kingdoms, in the Two Po- 
piſh Reigns, which have been ſince the hap- 
y Reformation of Religion? How many 
{uffered Martyrdom in the ſhort Reign of the 
bloody Queen Mary? And even the Suffolk 
Men, who were for wardeſt in aſſiſting and 
proclaiming her, were ſo far from having a- 
ny Requiral for theſe good Turns, that they 
were the firſt that were put to Death for their 
Religion; and the Queen ſcoffingly told 
them, That for their Kindneſs in promoting 
her to the Throne, they ſhould have the Ho- 
nour of being the firſt Martyrs. The Reign of 
James II. is freſh in moſt of your Memories, 
and you cannot but know What Attempts 
were made upon our Laws and Liberties, in 
order to the Eſtabliſhment of an nn 
| an 
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and cruel Religion, In a Word, *tis evident 
to a Demonſtration, that a Proteſtant People 
can never be ſecure of their Liberties, their 
Religion, or their Lives, under Popiſh Princes; 
And what a Mercy then are we to eſteem ir, 
that God has not ſuffered us to fall into the 
Hands of a Popiſh Pretender | Many, and un- 
wearied were the Attempts made this Way, 
both by pretended Proteftants at home, un- 
der the ridiculous Pretence of an Hereditary 
Right; and by profeſs'd potent Papiſts a. 
broad, in order to the rooting out of what 
they call the Northern Hereſy, in Britain at 
preſent, and the Proteſtant Religion through- 
out Europe hereafter; but bleſſed be God, rhe 
Snare is broken, and we are eſcaped; and not - 
withſtanding the combin'd Politicks of pow - 
erful Potentates, and wicked Achitophels, we 
have a Proteſtant King ſet over us, for which 
we cannot be too thankful; eſpecially if we 
conſider on the one Hand, how diſmal our 
Caſe would have been, with Reſpect to all 
that is dear to us, had a Papiſt been advanc'd 
to the Throne: And on the other Hand, that 
we cou'd have had no other who had any 
Pretenſions to the Crown, except our preſent 
King, 

2. The ſafe Arrival of our Ring among us 
calls for our further Thankfulneſs to God, 
Betwixt Six and Seven a Clock laſt Night, 
His Majeſty and the Prince, through the Di- 
vine Goodneſs and Protection, came ſafe to the 
Engliſb Shore, and landed in good Health, = 

ITY the 
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the Place deſigu'd to be firſt honour'd with 
the Royal Preſence. Great Numbers of the 
Nobility, aad vaſt Crowds of loyal Subjects, 
impatiently waited His Majeſty's landing: 
Upon which an univerſal Joy ſpread over e- 
very Countenance, and the loud Acclamati- 
ons, with which he was welcom'd, teſtified 


and I doubt not but the News will be to the 
unſpeakable Satisfaction of all that have ay 
Love to their Country, and are concern'dfor 
the Continuance of our Religion and Liber- 
ties. The King's Stay in Holland was thought 
to be long, through an eager Deſire of His 
Preſence here: But many important Affairs 
were to be tranſacted for the Proteſtant Inte- 
reſt abroad, and the Good of theſe Kingdoms, 
which would neceſſarily have detain'd him 
ſome time, had not the Wind fat againſt him. 
But no ſooner were theſe finiſh?d, than God, 
who has the Winds in his 'Feft, ſent a favour- 
able Gale to waft him over, and when that 
Commiſſion was executed, it immediately 
veer'd about to another Point. Bright Wea- 
rher, a gentle Breeze, a calm Sea, and a ſerene 


Sky, which are very unuſual at this Time of 


the Year, remarkably attended his Majeſty's 
Paſſage. The Heavens ſmil'd upon him to make 
it proſperous; and conſidering all Circumſtan- 
ces, *rwas as expeditious as could reaſonably 
be expected, for which let us render Praiſe to 


God. He preſerv'd theſe Iſlands from foreign 


E In- 


The Aceton and Arrival of the King! 23 


37 


1 
their inward Satisfaction. This to me was 
the moſt pleaſing Sight my Eyes ever beheld; 
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Invaſions, and inteſtine Commotions, in His 
Majeſty's Abſence; and now, to the inexpreſſi- 
ble Joy of all good Men, has bleſſed us with 
is Preſence. 59 | 
2. Let me recommend it to you, to pray to 
God for your King. This I doubt not but 
all good People will very heartily do: And 
herein I am perſwaded you have been before- 
hand with me; bur it may not be amiſs to 
ſuggeſt. to you ſome few Particulars, fit to 
be urg'd in your Prayers. 
Pray we then, that by His Majeſty's Ar- 
rival his Subjects may be encourag'd, his 
Enemies ſuppreſs'd, and the Hopes of all Po- 
piſh Pretenders effectually and eternally ex- 
tinguiſh'd. Let it be the Matter of our ear- 
neft Requeſts to God, that he will perfect 
what he has begun, compleat this Glorious 
Deliverance, in fixing the King peaceably and 
immoveably upon the Throne, making him 
not only the Protector of the Lives and Li- 
berties of his own Subjects, but alſo the 
Head of the Proteſtant Intereſt throughout 
te World. 

Let us, in the Words of the Proclamation, 
Beſeech God, by whom Kings reign, to bleſs the 
Royal Ming George, with long and happy Tears 
to reien over u. And let us contribute what 
in us lies, to make his Reign over us eaſie and 
happy, by our dutiful Affection and conſtant 
Obedience, that under him we may lead peace able 
and quiet Lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 


Finally, 
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, Let us pray for their Royal High- 
neſſes, the Prince and Princeſs, and all the 
Royal Progeny: That thoſe, who are ſtill a- 
broad, may have a ſafe and ſpeedy Arrival 
he And when an Immortal Crown ſhall 


be His Majeſty's Reward, that the Succeſſi- 


on to his Dominions, as the greateſt Bleſſing 
to them, and all Europe, may be continued 
in his moſt Illuſtrious Family, to lateſt Poſte. 
rity; and let all the People ſay Amen. | 
hus having confider'd the Two Inſtances 
of Divine Providence in his Government of 
the World, mention'd in my Text; I ſhould 
Come, 1 — 
Secondly, To conſider the Ground and Reas 
ſon of both; but this I can only juſt touch 
upon, God is the Judge, and therefore, he put- 


eth down one, and ſetteth up another: Herein he 


acts by Prerogative, and is not accountable 
to us for any of theſe Matters; nor is it any 
Damage or Danger, that he who is Almigh- 
ty, Infinitely Wiſe, Holy and Good, has an 
Arbitrary and deſpotick Power (which no o- 
ther is fit to be entruſted with) to ſet up 
and put down whom, and when, and how 
he pleaſes; he is Sovereign of the World, 
and doth what he ſees good in it, or any 
Part of it: He is Judge who are fit to govern 
under him, and how long they ſhall be conti- 
nued. In a Word, The Lord reigns, let the 
Earth rejoyce, let the Multitude of Iſles be glad 
thereof. | 
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